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Harbeth Monitor 30.1

Sam Tellig writes in the internationally respected 
Stereophile magazine (Nov 2012) how he had 

been eagerly awaiting a pair of Monitor 30.1s since 
hearing that they were being launched at the 
Munich show in May. He admits to preferring stand-
mounted speakers, pointing out how big floor-
standers “spoil resolution, bloat bass and impair 
imaging”, as well as making cabinet resonances 
more difficult and expensive to control. 

His first impressions of the M30.1? 
He found a midrange which is “nothing short of 

ravishing” and summed up the Harbeth sound in 
two words... tonality and resolution.
     In his column (below), the audio expert tells 
his readers how Harbeth delivers this tonality and 
resolution without taking the listener “over the 
edge” into exhaustion and fatigue, admitting this is 
an “extremely delicate balance”, but one which “no 
one does better than Harbeth”.

In the  December 2012 issue, Sam continues his 
story of the Monitor 30.1, saying  “Take time to get 
things right so you don’t waste people’s money. 
That sounds like Harbeth Audio’s recipe for success, 
too......”   

He continues his praise for the Harbeth 
philosophy and the new Monitor 30.1, finding them 
“impeccable” in his system, with “no peccadillos”. 
He says that the in-room bass response was so 
powerful that it had him backing off the volume. 

“Harbeths: resolving and ravishing”, was how he 
described the sound he got. “Not sterile or science-
ridden, the sort of sound beloved by audiophiles 
but detested by music lovers. timbres so true, and 
resolution, too.....

“Whichever amp I used, the tonality was superb. 
Never, ever fatiguing.”

High praise indeed. 
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